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NEWSLETTER #2: EXISTING CONDITIONS AND TRENDS

In March 2020, the City of Livingston began the process of updating the
Livingston General Plan. Every city and county in California must have a general WHERE ARE WE IN THE
plan, which is the local government’s long-term blueprint for the future. As part PROCESS?

of the update process, we have compiled the Existing Conditions and Trends
Workbook. This Workbook covers the following topics:

1. Land Use
Population, Employment, and Housing

Social Equity

Circulation and Transportation

Biological and Cultural Resources

Public Facilities, Services, and Infrastructure
Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas
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Safety and Hazards
9. Hydrology and Water Quality

The information presented in this document represents a snapshot in time
and will provide a baseline that the City will use to develop alternatives for the
community’s future and analyze the environmental impacts associated with
those choices.

This newsletter provides a high-level overview of the findings from this
Workbook. You can visit our project website (https://livingstoncity2040.com) to
read the document and learn more about the details and nuances of the existing

conditions that make up Livingston today. 8. Public Review, Final Documents,

L. and Adoption
Livingston Today
In recent years, Livingston has seen a growth in opportunities and influx of new We are currently starting
residents from different backgrounds and cultures. Today, agricultural production the 4th phase.

near the city is thriving in the sweet potato, dairy, and poultry industries.
While residents cherish the “small town” character of the city, many residents
are looking for opportunities to improve their quality of life with better job
opportunities and economic development.
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Land Use

Land use is the term that describes how property is used—residential, commercial, industrial, parks, and
open space. This section provides a snapshot of land uses in Livingston. The section also summarizes
regional land use plans and how these plans influence land use within the city of Livingston.

Population, Employment, and Housing

This section provides an overview of the people living in Livingston. Examining the demographics,
employment, and housing trends helps the City gauge the existing and future needs of its residents.

Social Equity

Social equity is fairness and justice in the way people are treated. In the context of planning, this means
both ensuring access and breaking barriers to resources and opportunities to a healthy and prosperous
life.

Circulation and Transportation

Livingston’s transportation network and services provide mobility for residents, employees and visitors,
and serve goods movement throughout the Planning Area. While it is easy to think of transportation

as primarily the roadway network serving vehicles, this network also serves bicyclists, pedestrians, and
buses.

Biological and Cultural Resources

Livingston is home to a variety of biological and cultural resources typical of the Central Valley region.
This section describes the existing conditions related to biological resources such as vegetation
communities, sensitive habitats, and special status species, and the historical, cultural, and tribal
resources in Livingston.

Public Facilities, Services, and Infrastructure

One of the core responsibilities of the City is to provide public facilities and services to its residents.
Public facilities and services contribute to the quality of life for both individuals and groups in the
community. A key consideration in the General Plan Update process is for planning adequate public
facilities, services, and infrastructure to accommodate future growth and changes.

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas

The Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas section describes existing conditions related to air quality
including emissions sources and ambient air quality conditions in Livingston. This section also describes
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and sensitive receptors to air pollutants and GHG emissions.

Safety and Hazards

Natural hazards in Livingston are consistent with those in the surrounding Central Valley region. Drought,
localized flooding, earthquake, wildfires, and extreme heat are the most common safety issues for the
community. This section describes the environmental hazards for Livingston, including natural hazards,
noise, and hazardous materials.

Hydrology and Water Quality

Water supply and quality is critical to the vitality of Central Valley agriculture and the health of the
people that live there. This section discusses the state of water quality and supply in Livingston, as well
as efforts to conserve water in the future.




DID YOU KNOW?

Livingston encompasses 2,357 acres, or 3.7 square miles.

Over one-third of land within city limits is zoned for single-family homes.

Over 40 percent of the population identifies as Hispanic or Latino.

Local temple leaders estimate about 20 percent of the Livingston population is Sikh.

Foster Farms, Gallo Winery, Dole Packaged Foods, Livingston Union School District, Sensient
Natural Ingredients, Emerald Textiles, and sweet potato farmers (listed in no particular order) are
the major employers in Livingston.

54.4 percent of Livingston residents are homeowners; 45.6 percent of residents are renters.

“Cost-burdened” households spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing. Over 35
percent of Livingston homeowners are cost-burdened. Over 50 percent of Livingston renters are
cost-burdened.

Nearly 16 percent of Livingston residents are food insecure.
Nearly 75 percent of employed residents drive to work alone.
20 percent of Livingston employees are also Livingston residents.

There are no bike lanes or routes designated specifically for bicyclists, with the exception of one
stretch of Peach Avenue adjacent to Livingston High School.

Recently (2020), an active Swainson’s hawk nest was identified near the Livingston High School
sports fields.

Since the mid-1800s, the city’s development has been influenced by Mennonites and immigrants
from Mexico, Japan, Portugal, the Philippines, and most recently Sikhs of India.

Livingston’s largest industrial employer is Foster Farms, which consistently accounts for over 50
percent of the City’s annual water sales.

The primary sources of air quality impacts in Livingston are vehicular traffic and farming
operations.

Livingston is not in an area of high wildfire susceptibility.

The primary sources of hazardous materials in the Livingston area are the use of chemicals such as
pesticides and nitrogen from organic/inorganic fertilizers on the surrounding agricultural areas, and
the materials used at Foster Farms.

The City of Livingston is the water provider for the city and obtains all of its water from groundwater
drawn from the San Joaquin Valley Groundwater Basin. The City extracts groundwater from nine
active wells.

Water contaminants that have exceeded the maximum contaminant level are TCP and arsenic. The
City has undertaken measures to reduce TCP and arsenic levels in the water.
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How can you make a difference?

Get Involved!

For the General Plan to truly represent the community’s vision
for the future, we need your help. The success of this planning
effort will depend on the input of the community, and we have
provided a range of ways to hear your ideas for the future of
Livingston. You can participate as much or as little as you like,
from attending public meetings and community workshops to
providing input online from the comfort of your home.

Visit the Project Website

The project website (https:/livingstoncity2040.com) is the hub
for timely updates with information on the status of the project,
announcements of upcoming workshops and meetings, and
publication of key documents.

Visit the General Plan Kiosk

At key points in the project, we will set up a General Plan Kiosk
at City Hall. This kiosk will have current information about the
project and hard copies of activities designed to collect public
input.

Sign-up for Email Updates

You can join the email list on the project website (https://
livingstoncity2040.com). By signing up, you will be notified
when the City releases new documents and when the City will
be holding meetings, workshops, and other events.

Join Meetings and Open Houses

Not only are these great opportunities to learn about the
General Plan Update, but meetings, open houses, and online
events are also great ways to share your ideas and connect with
the community.
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Events

Open House #1: Assets, Issues,
and Opportunities

Up next, the General Plan team will be planning
the first Community Open House of the
General Plan Update. During this event, we will
collect input on the community's major assets,
identify issues and opportunities, and explore
potential community features and quality of
life improvements that will support Livingston's
future. Safety measures will be in place to keep
staff and participants safe during the COVID-19
pandemic.

To stay tuned with updates regarding this event,
please sign up for email updates and check our
website regularly!

Visit https://livingstoncity2040.com for
more information and updates about the project.



